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In this report, the word “God” means...

1. Supernatural: it transcends physical reality

2. Omnipotent: it can create or change physical 
reality

3. Moral: It teaches a code of moral ('good', 
'ethical') behavior

The “God(s)” that many religions refer to have 
these characteristics in common.



  

The God debates in four arenas

1. The origin of the universe: Did the universe just emerge 
out of nothing, or was it created by God?

2. The origin, evolution of life and consciousness: Can 
life emerge from chemicals? Can consciousness emerge 
from physical matter? Or was life created by God?

3. The survival of consciousness: Does consciousness 
survive the death of the body? Do messages from the 
dead reflect first-hand accounts of contact with God?

4. Miracles: How credible are historical events that violate 
physical laws and claim to deliver messages from God?



  

Schools of Thought

1.  Atheist: the Universe simply emerged 
and evolved by itself; God is superstition; 
children should have science, not religious 
education; consciousness and mind are 
creations of matter; materialist monism 
(Krauss, Dawkins, Stenger, Weinberg, 
etc.)

2.  Agnostic: don't care; don't (want to) 
know; 

3.. Deist: Universe and its laws evoke deep 
awe and religious feelings; there is no God 
that intervenes in nature or human affairs 
(Einstein, Hawking)  

4.  Pantheist: The Universe is too fine-tuned 
for life and complexity that there must be 
“something” (reason? purpose? perhaps 
God?) behind it (Davies); cosmos is an 
infinite, eternal intelligence (Lazlo)

5.  Dualist: science (experiment-based, 
matter/energy) and religion (faith-based, 
mind/soul) are separate fields; “non-
overlapping magisterium”; secularism

6.  Intelligent Design: Darwinist theory has 
many unexplained gaps; intelligent design 
(“creationist science”) is a valid alternative, 
which should also be taught in schools  

7.  Theist evolution: God created the Universe 
and its laws (including evolution), but also put 
a deep moral sense in humans; do not base 
belief on the gaps in scientific knowledge, i.e., 
“God of the gaps”s (Collins)

8.  Quantum-based theist: Consciousness 
(observer) creates reality (particles) from 
quantum possibilities; idealist monism 
(Goswami)

9.  Young Earth Creationist: God created the 
universe in six days, as the Bible says 
(Ashton)



  

Issues

1.  The First Cause paradox: 
can something arise from 
nothing? 

2.  3 modes of behavior:
–  Determinist, necessity 

(mathematical laws) 
–  Random,  unpredictable 

(algorithmic, chaotic)
–  Free will (moral codes)
–  Does God intervene?  

Deism: no; Theism: yes

3.. Teleology: Does the universe 
(life, human) have purpose?

4. Matter vs consciousness: 

– dualism (separate 
domains) 

– monism (materialist vs 
idealist)

–  Science vs faith

–  Source(s) of 
knowledge: revelation 
(mystic) vs experiment 
(naturalist)

5. What to teach children (the 
Creationist vs Evolutionist 
debates)



  

Einstein's God

 Conversations About Science and the Human 
Spirit (2010)

 Krista Tippett: broadcaster, journalist, author



  

Einstein's God

 Describes the beliefs of Albert Einstein and several other scientists
 Albert Einstein: by “God” he refers to all the laws of nature (pp.16, 33, 40)
 Freeman Dyson, theoretical physicist, professor emeritus at the Inst of 

Advanced Study, Princeton: “I find it miraculous that nature talks mathematics.”
 Janna Levin, prof of physics and astronomy: “Some people will say, 'God 

created these mathematical structures and stepped away.' Others will say, 'I 
see these structures, I don't feel the need to conjure up any other entity.'”

 Paul Davies, theoretical physicist, cosmologist, astrobiologist: “The universe is 
about something, there's a point to it, and we're part of whatever that point is.”

 John Polkinghorne, prof of math physics, studied theology at 49: God created 
a world able to make itself. Creation is an ongoing act. Because God included 
randomness and free will as part of creation, bad things can also happen, as 
nature and humanity act according to their design.”



  

Brief Answers to the Big Questions

 2018
 Stephen Hawking: Lucasian Professor of 

Mathematics, Univ of Cambridge; died 2018, 
buried between Newton and Darwin.



  

Brief Answers to the Big Questions

 Is there a God? (No) See 
pp. 28-38 

 How did it all begin? (in Big 
Bang, out of nothing) 

 Is there other intelligent life 
in the universe? (Probably) 

 Can we predict the future? 
(Probably not) 

 What is inside a black hole? 
(We are working on it) 

 Is time travel possible? (Can't 
be ruled out, but will lead to 
great logical problems) 

 Will we survive on earth? (We 
need to leave Earth) 

 Should we colonize space? 
(We have to) 

 Will AI outsmart us? (Let's 
make sure it won't) 

 How do we shape the future? 
(Unleash our imagination)



  

A Universe From Nothing

 Why There Is Something Rather than Nothing 
(2012)

 Lawrence M. Krauss: PhD from the 
Massachusetts Inst of Tech, renowned 
cosmologist, Foundation Professor and Director 
of the Origins Project as the Arizona State 
University



  

A Universe From Nothing

 Given an “orderly” universe, two different conclusions:
 A divine intelligence created it

 The laws themselves are all that exist

 We do not know for certain which; perhaps we shall never know
 The final arbiter will not be “revelation or pure thought” but 

“exploration of nature” (scientific naturalism)
 The jury is in: a universe can come out of nothing; no God is 

needed for creation
 Describes the current scientific theory about the origin of the 

Universe: the Big Bang theory



  

A Universe From Nothing

 “Empty space is a boiling brew of virtual particles that pop in and out 
of existence.”

 “As long as no one is watching, anything goes. Systems continue to 
move between all possible states, including states that would not be 
allowed if the system were actually being measured”.

 Early inflation (faster than light expansion: 1028 in a fraction of a 
second), followed by deceleration up to 5 billion yrs ago, now 
acceleration of expansion

 99% of matter is “dark”, and the energy in visible and “dark” matter 
is only 30% of the total energy in the universe; 70% is “dark” energy



  

God and the Multiverse

 Humanity's Expanding View of the Cosmos 
(2014)

 Victor J. Stenger: adjunct professor of 
philosophy at the University of Colorado, 
emeritus professor of physics and astronomy at 
the University of Hawaii



  

God and the Multiverse

 Supports Hawking, Krauss: no need for creator
 Argues for negative time, which means no beginning
 Speculates about the plausibility of a “biverse” and a “multiverse” 

(“conclusion of our best current models of  cosmology based on the 
extremely precise observations of modern astronomy and our best 
knowledge of fundamental physics”)

 Another speculation: many-worlds interpretation of quantum 
mechanics (each observation creates as many universes as possible 
outcomes)

 These ideas bring back the concept of “eternal” reality. They also 
solve the “fine-tuning” problem: anything is possible with infinite 
universes



  

The Mind of God

 The Scientific Basis for a Rational World (1992)
 Paul Davies: professor of mathematical 

physics, author of God and the New Physics, 
The Cosmic Blueprint, etc.



  

The Mind of God

 Exquisitely fine-tuned universe: “We are truly meant to 
be here.” (p.232, p.231)

 Explores in great detail the philosophical debates 
around necessary vs contingent features of the 
universe, Creation vs spontaneous emergence; leans 
on the side of Creation of a creative process.

 “The order of the cosmos is more than regimented 
regularity; it is also organized complexity. It is from the 
latter that the universe derives its openness and 
permits the existence of human beings with free will.”



  

The Cosmic Blueprint

 New Discoveries in Nature's Creative Ability to 
Order the Universe (1988)

 Paul Davies: Professor of Theoretical Physics 
as the University of Newcastle upon Tyne. 
Other books: God and the New Physics, The 
Edge of Infinity, Superforce, and Other Worlds



  

The Cosmic Blueprint

 “It is no longer absurd to imagine that the universe 
came into existence spontaneously from nothing as a 
result of a quantum process.”

 Universe emerged with a set of laws that include an 
“inbuilt capacity for making interesting things happen” 
(self-organization, complexity, evolution, intelligence, 
etc.)

 This does not deny a god; that the universe can self-
organize towards self-awareness is powerful evidence 
that there is “something going on” behind it all. The 
impression of design is overwhelming.



  

Why Science Does Not Disprove God

 2014
 Amir D. Aczel: Phd, research fellow in the 

history of science at the Boston University, 
regular contributor to Discover magazine.



  

Why Science Does Not Disprove God

 Attacks the “viciousness” of “New Atheism”
 Dawkins' atheism scale: 1: absolute belief in God; 7: 100% sure 

there's no God. Dawkins rates himself as 6. Why hedge?
 Cites Steven Weinberg: “How was the Big Bang caused?” Ans.: 

“This we don't know, and have no way of knowing.”
 Einstein's letter to a young girl about his religious beliefs (p.104)
 Book doesn't try to prove existence of God, only that science 

does not disprove its existence.
 “Science has severe limitations when it comes to determining the 

existence of God.”



  

New Proofs for the Existence of God

 Contributions of Contemporary Physics and 
Philosophy (2010)

 Robert J. Spitzer: Jesuit, former president of 
Gonzaga Univ, founder of the Magis Center of 
Reason and Faith (California).



  

New Proofs for the Existence of God

Why new?
 Evidence from physics and cosmology: “In the beginning...” (Big 

Bang)

 Evidence from extreme improbability of Anthropic universe 
(strengthened by having a beginning)

 Field concepts from quantum theory and cosmology support better 
metaphysical arguments for the “Uncaused Cause”

 New and “unassailable” ontological (rather than epistomological) 
grounding of Lonergan's  proof of existence

 Contemporary proof of the impossibility of infinite past time based 
on Hilbert's prohibition of “infinities hypothesized to be actual with 
finite or aggregative structures”



  

God is not Dead

 What Quantum Physics Tells Us about Our 
Origins and How We Should Live (2009)

 Amit Goswami: theoretical nuclear physicist 
and member of the University of Oregon 
Institute for Theoretical Physics since 1968.



  

God is not Dead

 Science must be taken seriously; it proves that God exists. (p.vii)
 Offers two scientific evidence:

 “quantum signatures of the divine (novel aspects of reality) that require the 
God hypothesis” (e.g., discontinuous insight of the creative experience; 
nonlocal interconnectedness; multiple paths by a single photon, etc.)

 “subtle domains of reality” (“quantum consciousness” = God); impossible 
questions for materialism; theoretical paradoxes and new data are also 
explained by the God hypothesis

 Quantum ideas apply to the macro-world: cites Superconducting 
Quantum Interference Devices (SQUID)

 Aspect experiment: photons affect each other without signals 
through time and space



  

God is not Dead

 Quantum physics demands that science be based on the 
primacy of consciousness; God's downward causation can be 
tested

 Materialism: Elementary particles → atoms → molecules → 
cells/neurons → brain → consciousness (no free will)

 Quantum physics: wave of probabilities collapses under 
observation (consciousness); if consciousness is also a wave of 
probabilities, how can it collapse another wave of probabilities?

 Observation chooses the reality; it is as a unitary consciousness 
(God) that observation is made



  

In Six Days

 Why 50 scientists choose to believe in creation 
(1999)

 John F. Ashton (ed.): PhD



  

In Six Days

 Essays by 50 scientists explaining why they believe that Creation 
literally took 6 days

 ME; biology; biochem; med research; physical chem; physics; 
math physics; genetics; organic chem; horti; inorganic chem; 
math; botany; theor chem; med physics; geophysics; zool; 
nuclear physics; meteorology; orthodontics; geol; EE; geog; arch 
engg; hydrometallurgy; forest research; info science; ag science

Sample arguments:
 Scientific disagreement on dating methods
 Extremely improbable that a complex structure such as a living 

organism can form by chance without intelligent input



  

In Six Days

More arguments:
 Macroevolution at the molecular level has never been 

demonstrated
 Problems with potassium-argon dating
 Lots of evidence of a catastrophic flood
 DNA as a complex assembly of information cannot have happened 

by chance
 The second law of thermodynamics argues versus increasing 

complexity
 If there's no God, why care about the old, the dying, the 

unfortunate?



  

The Intelligence of the Cosmos

 Why are we here? New answers from the 
frontriers of science (2017)

 Ervin Lazlo: founder and president of the Club 
of Budapest, philosopher, systems scientist, 
twice nominated for Nobel Prize.



  

The Intelligence of the Cosmos

1. The Cosmos is an infinite and 
eternal intelligence

2. It created the Universe (space 
and time)

3. We observe clusters of 
vibrations, which are deeply 
ruled (“in-formed”) by the 
Cosmos

4. We perceive different cluster 
frequencies as matter, 
individual consciousness, or 
transcendental intuition

5. Matter-like clusters de-cohere, 
reconfigure, evolve towards 
supercoherence (coherent within 
and with its environment)

6. Mind-like clusters evolve 
through incarnate and 
discarnate phases towards 
oneness with the universe

7. Clusters evolve to receive and 
transmit into the universe the 
intelligence of the cosmos

8. This is our ultimate purpose.



  

The Rebirth of Nature

 The greening of science and God (1991)
 Rupert Sheldrake: PhD in Biochemistry 



  

The Rebirth of Nature

1. Ways of thinking about nature, “with or 
without God”

2. Jewish/Christian beliefs can be traced 
back ancient myths and beliefs (virgin 
birth, human sacrifice, resurrection): 
most persuasive argument for religion as 
superstition; however…

3.. In a mechanistic world, nature worship 
makes no sense. In a living world, 
natural powers are far more vast than 
human powers, “If there's no God, nature 
is everything.”

4.  Nature is Mother, God is Father 

5.  Nature is about fields: regions of 
influence

6.  They have inherent memory, 
strengthened by repetitive patterns of 
activity (resonance)

7.  Each new pattern of organization 
creates a new morphic field through 
repetition 

8.  Morphic fields animate matter and life 
at all levels of complexity

9.  Origin: Spontaneous? From the 
“Father”? Interplay between “Father” 
and “Mother”?

10.  “Each of us, faced with the mystery of 
our existence and experience, has to 
find some way of making sense of it.”



  

The God Delusion

 2006
 Richard Dawkins: ethologist, evolutionary 

biologist, author of The Blind Watchmaker, The 
Selfish Gene, etc.



  

The God Delusion

1.  Spectrum: 
1. Theist: strong, 100% sure; de 

facto, high but <100%; weak, 
>50% but not high; 

2. Agnostic: exactly 50%; 

3. Atheist: weak <50%; de facto, 
low but >0% (can't prove non-
existence); strong, 100% sure

2.  Arguments that God exists 
(Aquinas, a priory/ontological, 
beauty, personal experience, 
scripture, admired scientists, 
Pascal's wager, Bayesian) 

Why there's “almost certainly” no God: 

1.  If life is improbable, then God too

2.  The more we know, the less belief

3.  With natural selection among slight 
variations and enough time, any 
level of complexity is possible

4.  Anthropic principle (many worlds, 
many universes) makes life possible

5.. Roots of religions (and cults): we are 
psychologically primed for religion.

6.  Morality is a Darwinian adaptation 
that is also evolving



  

The Blind Watchmaker

 Why the Evidence of Evolution Reveals a 
Universe Without Design (1986)

 Richard Dawkins: ethologist, evolutionary 
biologist, author of The God Delusion, The 
Selfish Gene, etc.



  

The Blind Watchmaker

1.  One of the most widely-read 
contemporary defense of 
Darwinism

2.  Explaining the improbably 
complex: series of simple 
steps will do it

3.  Good design survives 
through natural selection

4.  Accumulating small changes 
requires memory (genes, 
DNA)

5.  Chemical origins: we don't 
know yet

6.  Genes work cooperatively

7.  Explains peacocks and other 
mal-adaptive traits

8.  Species diverge when they 
are separated (explains gaps 
in the fossisl record

9.  Debunking other theories: 
Lamarckism, neutralism, 
mutationism, creationism



  

Biocosm

 The New Scientific Theory of Evolution: 
Intelligent Life is the Architect of the Universe 
(2003)

 James N. Gardner: complexity theorist, former 
law clerk at the U.S. Supreme Court, former 
Oregon state senator 



  

Biocosm

 Combines Kurzweil (super-AI), Wheeler (participatory 
universe), Barrow/Tipler (life will acquire total control 
over inanimate matter), Dyson (universe ever more 
suffused with life, intelligence, purpose), Dawkins 
(selfish gene) for a speculative theory (selfish biocosm).

 The cosmos will eventually bring forth “baby universes” 
to reproduce itself and continue the evolution of life, 
intelligence, etc.

 Falsification thru the ff tests: SETI, sentience in non-
primates, Artif Life evolution, super-AI



  

Darwin on Trial

 1993
 Phillip E. Johnson: law clerk for Chief Justice 

Earl Warren, taught for 20 years at UC 
Berkeley; originator of concept of Intelligent 
Design (ID)



  

Darwin on Trial

1.Account of the legal battles between 
“evolutionists” and “creationists”

2.Change in tactic: from denying 
evolution to asserting the right to 
teach “creation science”

3. Microevolution, but not 
macroevolution (if a superior mutant 
is born, who will it mate with?)

4. Fossil record is an important test of 
Darwinism. Where are the 
intermediate fossils? (esp. among 
vertebrates: fish, amphibian, reptile, 
bird, mammal, ape, human)  

5. Is neo-Darwinism a fact or a 
theory? (Ans.: Microevolution is 
fact, macroevolution is theory)

6. Molecular evidence fails to 
confirm common ancestry or 
Darwinian mechanisms; 
complexity at the molecular level 
was already present in the 
earliest organism; 

7.most molecular researchers note 
the appearance of design and 
purpose at the molecular level



  

The Language of God

 A Scientist Presents Evidence for Belief (2006)
 Francis S. Collins: head of the public Human 

Genome Project; physical chemistry, genetics



  

The Language of God

 Convinced by C.S.Lewis books (Mere Christianity etc.)
 Argument 1: Humans have a sense of right and wrong (Moral Law)
 Argument 2: Big Bang-- 1) infinite number of universes; 2) only one universe, 

incredible luck that it is conducive to life; 3) one universe created by God
 Atheism: Using science to deny God goes beyond the evidence
 YEC: incompatible with science
 ID: 1) Evolution promotes atheism, must be resisted; 2) cannot account for 

the complexity of nature; 3) cannot explain “irreducible complexity”
 Believes in theistic evolution: 1) Big Bang; 2) universe precisely tuned for 

life; 3) evolution creates complexity, life, consciousness; 4) evolution does not 
need divine intervention; 5) humans evolved too; 6) humans are unique in 
their search for Moral Law, God (p.200)



  

One Last Time

 A psychic medium speaks to those we have 
loved and lost (1998)

 John Edward: psychic medium, host of U.S. 
national TV show Crossing Over, featured in 
the HBO documentary Life After Life 



  

One Last Time

 First-hand account by medium John Edward
 OBE at 4-7 yrs old; at 11, he “knew” things, saw “auras”; 

mother saw psychics, didn't believe mother; other 
psychics recognized his gift

 At 19, took everything seriously 
 Interprets visions, sounds, feelings, etc.
 Most emotional moment: validation
 Spirits have different priorities from the living
 Pact with his mother: 3 messages after death



  

Crossing Over

 The Stories Behind the Stories (2001)
 John Edward: psychic medium, host of U.S. 

national TV show Crossing Over, featured in 
the HBO documentary Life After Life  



  

Crossing Over

 Medium John Edward about his sessions on TV
 Finally gets the 3 signs from his dead mother
 Convinces media types (producer, network 

manager, production staff, etc.) that he is authentic
 Stories about some celebrities
 Most convincing moment: the validation (dead 

passes on secret info to convince the living)
 Very credible



  

The Truth in the Light

 An investigation of over 300 near-death 
experiences (1995)

 Peter Fenwick: Fellow of the Royal College of 
Psychiatrists, neuropsychiatrist, Britain's 
leading clinical authority on NDE

 Elizabeth Fenwick: professional writer on 
health and family matters



  

The Truth in the Light

 More than 300 NDEs investigated
 78% women; 80% over 18, 9% ten or younger; 50% 

Church of England, 12% RC, 19% other Christians, 1% 
Jewish, 8% agnostic, 2% atheist

 16% went to church every week; religion was important 
to 39%, not to 41%, 20% maybe

 Common features: feelings of peace, joy, bliss; out-of-
body; into a tunnel; approaching the light; a being of 
light; cannot cross a barrier; meeting relatives; life 
review; point of decision; return; aftermath



  

Embraced by the Light

 1992
 Betty J. Eadie: Half-Indian (American) who 

underwent an NDE in childhood, and another 
one as an adult. Her account is one of the most 
profound and complete NDE ever.



  

Embraced by the Light

1.  Had a hysterectomy, but with 
complications.

2.  “I felt a surge of energy. I was free. I saw 
my body on the bed. I knew it was 
lifeless.”

3.  “I was weightless. I felt whole in every 
way. 'This is who I really am.'” She goes 
through a dark tunnel, is embraced by the 
light, which turns out to be God (male).

4.  “As our lights merged, I stepped into his 
countenance. I felt an utter explosion of 
love, the most unconditional love I have 
ever felt. His light was knowledge, filling 
me with all truth, all in an instant. 
Knowledge permeated me. In a sense, it 
became me.”

5.  “All people as spirits took part in the 
earth's creation. Stay on earth furthers 
spiritual growth. The earth is only a 
temporary place for our schooling. Love is 
supreme.”

6.  “Everything was created as spirit before 
they were created physically.”

7.  “We are governed by many laws—
universal, spiritual, physical—to fulfill a 
purpose.”

8.  “Our thoughts and words have awesome 
power. All creation begins in the mind.”

9.  She still had a mission; she had to 
return to earth but under the veil of 
forgetfulness.



  

The Everything Guide to Evidence of the 
Afterlife

 A scientific approach to proving the existence of 
life after death (2011)

 Joseph M. Higgins: medium, can 
communicate with those who have passed on

 Chuck Bergman: retired police officer, psychic 
medium



  

The Everything Guide to Evidence of the 
Afterlife

 Cites works of several scientists
 Dr. Gary Schwartz: conducted double-blind experiments 

with mediums, eliminated fraud as explanation for 
validated communications with the dead (85% 
accuracy)

 Raymond Moody, MD: NDE  investigations
 Human Consciousness Project
 The Scole Experiment
 Rhine Research Center experiments



  

Science and the Afterlife Experience

 Evidence for the Immortality of Consciousness 
(2012)

 Chris Carter: undegrad and master's degrees 
from the University of Oxford, teaches 
internationally



  

Science and the Afterlife Experience

 Reviews scientific accounts of 1) reincarnation, 2) 
apparitions, and 3) messages from the dead

 Two conflicting explanations:
 Survival of consciousness is true

 “Super-ESP” - ESP among incarnate minds

 Author says “super-ESP” is too flexible in explaining away 
evidence; survival of consciousness is the simplest 
explanation.

 Sample messages from the dead (including Bertrand 
Russell! p.295)



  

Killing Jesus

 A History (2013)
 Bill O'Reilly: anchor of highest-rated cable new 

show The O'Reilly Factor; political commentator



  

Killing Jesus

 An attempt to “separate fact from fiction”
 Relies on historical accounts but written like a 

novel (with quoted conversations, etc.)
 Roman historians (Pliny the Younger, Cornelius 

Tacitus and Suetonius) and secular Greek-
speaking historians (Thallus, Phlegon), satirist 
Lucian of Samosata and Jewish historial Flavius 
Josephus all mention Jesus in their writings



  

The Final Harvest

 Medjugorje at the End of the Century (1999)
 Wayne Weible: journalist, Lutheran by faith



  

The Final Harvest

 A Lutheran journalist's sympathetic account of the Medjugorje 
apparitions in Bosnia-Herzegovina.

 First apparition occurred in June 24, 1981 to six youths and 
continued up to the time the book was being written (1998)

 Other apparitions: Guadalupe (Mexico); La Salette and Lourdes, 
France; Knock (Ireland); Fatima (Portugal)

 “As of this writing, the Virgin Mary still appears daily to three of the 
original six visionaries.”

 “She makes clear from the beginning that her messages are for 
people of all beliefs.” (pp.32-33).

 Main message: prayer for peace, leave “sinful” ways.
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